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For | am not ashamed of the Gospel. | see it as the very power of God working 
for the salvation of everyone who believes it, both Jew and Greek. | see in it 
God's plan for imparting righteousness to man, a process begun and con- 


tinued by their faith. For as the Scripture says, the righteous shall live by faith. 
(Romans 1:13-17) 
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HE Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church was organized in 
1927. The end of the Mission and the beginning of the Church 
had come. This was the satisfying result of 84 years of faithful 
witnessing by missionaries and national Christians. The numbers 
were small at first, but at the turn of the century the Lutheran 
Mission in India looked into a promising future, bright with mul- 
tiplying members and rising levels of education among the lowly 
outcaste people who composed its church membership. By the 
end of the next quarter century, Christian young men and women 
were being graduated from college and were taking places of 
leadership in the Church. The time had come for giving the 
Indian Church an opportunity in self-government. 

All eyes were focused upon the centenary of the Mission, 
marked by the hundredth anniversary of the arrival of Father 
Heyer at Guntur in 1842. The celebration (1942) brought thou- 
sands of Christians to town. The whole Hindu community was 
amazed at the large number of their fellow-Indians who were 
Christians. The Christians themselves were inspired at the dis- 
covery that they were part of a great and mighty army—the 
Christians of the Andhra country. World War II nullified plans 
which would have brought a shipload of visitors from America 
for the centenary. However, the event was celebrated widely by 
the Church in America. 

One feature of the celebration emphasized in India was the 
reorganization of the Church so as to make it more completely 
self-governing. This was effected in 1943, and from that time the 
Andhra Church has elected its own Indian men to its highest 
place of leadership. The first Indian president was the Reverend 
E. Prakasam. When, according to the constitution, he was not 
eligible for another re-election, a successor was chosen in the 
person of the Rev. A. N. Gopal, who is currently (1954) president 
of the Andhra Church. 
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Rey. E. Prakasam, D.D. 
First president, Andhra E lical Lutheran Church. 


~ Rev. A. N. Gopal, 
_ Andhra Evangeli 


HISTORICAL REVIEW 


1842, July 31 Arrival of first missionary, the Rev. C. F. Heyer, Guntur 1918, November 15 Merger of Guntur and Rajahmundry fields 
1843, January 4 First schoolhouse dedicated 1920 Baptized membership—9 1,764 
1845, January 6 Rajahmundry Mission founded 1920, October 20 First meeting of United Lutheran Church Mission Council 
1860 Baptized membership—206 1921 Luthergiri Theological Seminary established in Rajahmundry 
1877, January 7 First Indian pastors ordained 1922, December 31 Baptized membership—passes 100,000 
1879 Augustana Synod (Church) began co-operation 1927, April 19 Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church organized 
1880 Baptized membership—5768 1930 Baptized membership—149,747 
1881, February 15 _—_‘ First woman missionary, Miss Kate Boggs 1933 American Lutheran Church co-operates in Seminary 
1883, November 29 First medical missionary, Anna S. Kugler, M.D. 1940 Baptized membership—189,057 
1885, September 1 Junior College (now Andhra College) established at Guntur 1943 Church reorganization for complete self-government 
1892, March 4 Fiftieth Anniversary observed 1950 Baptized membership—240,000 
1900 Baptized membership—26,645 1950 Participation in new work in Surguja. 
Guntur Synod organized 1953, July 1 First all-Lutheran theological college established in Madras 
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Market Day brings village folk to town, 
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Dry plowing for hardy grains in uplands. 


NDIA is predominantly a rural country. Eighty-five per 
cent of the population is engaged in agriculture. If disciples 
of Jesus Christ could have begun, on the day of His resur- 
rection, to visit the villages of India, and if, down through 
the centuries, some disciples had visited one new village each 
day, they would not yet, in 1954, have entered all the villages 
of India. 

People in our Andhra Church are thus largely village 
people and live mostly from the soil. In the entire Andhra 
country the population is about 23,000,000, all speaking the 
Telugu language. The principal crops in the area of the 


New days for better crops. 
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Canal boats take advantage of wind. — 


Andhra Church are cotton, tobacco, peanuts, and in the irri- 
gated (delta) regions—rice. In the dry sections, hardier grains 
are cultivated, some of them not known in America. 

In many parts of rural India the technical assistance pro- 
gram has been operating in recent years to introduce new 
methods of agriculture, hardier seeds, better fertilizers, mod- 
ern implements, improved livestock. Village service centers 
have been set up by missions and by government. Literacy 
campaigns have been conducted. In all these modern pro- 
grams an effort is made to bring to the rural people of India 
a greater enjoyment of human rights. 


THR 
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NDIA is a land of people. In the great cities, innumerable; 
in the villages, packed together. Watch them pass by on the 
roads—to the fields, to the markets, to the towns and cities— 
people everywhere, for India holds one-fifth of the world’s 
population. With an area one-third that of the United States, 
her population approaches 400,000,000. They speak about 150 
languages and hundreds of dialects. Though boasting a cul- 
ture reaching back into antiquity, India today is only 15% 
literate. 


The social system divided the people into four main castes, 
and a fifth group called outcastes, or untouchables, number- 
ing 60,000,000. It is among these untouchables, and more 
recently also among the fourth caste (the Sudras) that our 
Christians have their origin. Caste discrimination has now 
been made illegal. 


Pakistan is the Moslem part of this great land. It consists of 
two areas, northeast and northwest, withdrawn and separated 
when independence was attained. Many Moslems still remain 


in India. They have always been a very small minority in the 
area of the Andhra Church. 


The Andhra people are notably friendly, hospitable, and 
strongly attached to family and clan. The masses are animistic 
in their religious practices which means they worship spirits 
as their gods and goddesses. They usually will give the Gospel 
message a respectful hearing. 
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Burden bearers use shoulder or head. 
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Hindu holy man on pilgrimage. Every village needs a potter. Coolies haul heavy cart- Bamboo tower all ready Pe 
loads in towns and cities. for Hindu religious festival. 
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College students take keen interest in science. 


UR Lutheran Mission began at once (1842) to 
establish schools, partly to supply the glaring need in 
a land of shockingly low literacy, and partly to make 
possible the reading of God’s Word by the people. 
Literacy in India is said to be about 15%, but for 
Christians it is 30%. For women in India it is about 
2%, but for Christian women only, it stands at 20%. 
Christian religious instruction has been part of the 
daily teaching schedule. The most significant product 
of the schools is the trained leadership for the Andhra 
Church. 

As recently as 1925 it was impossible to find five 
Lutheran young men who could qualify for third or 
fourth year college courses. Today 400 young men and 
women of our Lutheran Church are studying in college 
classes. In village primary schools, in higher elemen- 
tary schools, in high schools, college, and theological 
seminary, in teacher training schools, nurses’ training 
schools, industrial schools, our Church today has an 
enrollment of 73,500 pupils. 

One table of figures on these pages indicates the 
astounding numbers of children in just the first five 
grades in only one of the five synods of the Andhra 
Church, Other figures complete the educational story 
of the Church. 


Some classes are held outdoors. 
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| Center of the Church—Luthergiri Theological Seminary. 
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VILLAGE SCHOOLS—TO GRADE V 
West Godavari Synod 
Number Number of — Non- 


of Christian Christian Total 
Schools Pupils _ Pupils Pupils 


Srungavruksham Conference 34 1491 1182 2673 
Narsapur Conference 40 1130 1881 3011 
Tadepalligudem Conference 31 444 1468 1912 
Undi Conference 40 1653 1245 2898 
Vegeswarapuram Conference 33 331 1519 1850 
Velpur 38 833 1823 2656 

Totals 216 5882 9118 15,000 
Pupils: Totals for all 5 synods 54,675 
Pupils: All other schools (H.S., Higher Ele., Trng., etc.) 18,825 

Total—All pupils 73,500 
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On the alert in grammar school. 


Name 


Peddapuram High School 
Schade Girls’ High School 
Bhimavaram High School 
Guntur Boys’ High School 
Stall Girls’ High School 
Sakhinetipalle High School 


Totals 
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Dr. T. S, Paul 


us of Andhra Christian Coll 


Pupilsia High In All Classes 
Lower School Non- 

Depart- Depart-  Chris- Chris- Total 
ment ment tians tians Boys Girls Pupils 
398 500 213 685 795 103 898 
194 281 396 278 22 652 674 
661 600 57 | 982 1281 335 1553 
385 395 332 498 819 1] 830 
309 369 524 154 _——- 678 678 
276 391 320 554 573 301 874 

2223 2536 2356 3151 3490 2080 5507 
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ege, and American visitor, Dr. Franklin C. Fry 


VARIETY OF SCHOOLS 


Village Grade V Schools 
Higher Elementary Schools 
High Schools 

Industrial Schools 
Teacher Training Schools 
Nurses’ Training Schools 
Bible Training Schools 
Hindu Girls’ Schools 
Moslem Schools 

School for Blind 

Andhra College 
Theological Seminary 
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WORK 


BELIEVE that Jesus Christ, true God and also true Man, 
is my Lord Who has redeemed me in order that I might 
be His.” 

We are impelled by our faith in Christ to share His Gospel 
with the world. Evangelization of the people is our primary 
motive and the under-girding purpose of every kind of mis- 
sionary endeavor. 

In India all Christian workers are committed essentially to 
the aim of witnessing to Christ as our Saviour and Lord. Our 
workers are pastors, evangelists, catechists, Bible women, 
school teachers, doctors and nurses, industrial workers, and 
others. All are witnesses by their lives and by their words. 
Missionaries of the ULCA and of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church serve side by side with Indian workers in this primary 
purpose of evangelism. 

The process of evangelism is pursued in village meetings 
with individuals, with small groups, and in great mass meet- 
ings of thousands who gather to see motion pictures of the 
life of Christ. It is followed in school classes, in hospital 
wards, in literacy efforts, through indigenous dramatic por- 
trayals, and very notably in the “Christian Home Movement.” 

In our section of the Andhra country, 100 years ago there 
were no Christians and no churches. Today, by the simple 
witness of believers, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
a quarter million Lutheran Christians* gather in 2,000 con- 
gregations, worship God, and learn to practice the Christian Baptisms in 1953: 
stewardship of life. From Christian families 
From non-Christian families 


GROWTH OF THE ANDHRA CHURCH 
After the long level stretch, the rapid upward climb 


1860 1870 1880 


1890 1940 1950 


Year 1842 1900 1910 1920 1930 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS—1954 


Baptized membership 


* Besides Lutherans, another quarter million Christians uphold the 


faith in our area. Total baptisms 


Villages with Christians and Enquirers 
Congregations \ 


Schools 
Pupils—Christians 
Pupils—Non-Christians 

Total pupils 


Workers: 
Pastors 
Other evangelistic workers 
School teachers 
Medical workers 
Other workers 
Total Indian workers 
Missionaries 


Financial: 
Offerings ) 
Government grants, school and other fees 670,000 ; 
From America 534,874 


The mothers and daughters learn the Gospel from the Bible woman, 


The Bible woman is always welcome. 


Pastors like to receive a whole ‘family into the Faith at one time. 


~ Music attracts the village people in crowds. 
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Evangelism continues in the congregation. 


MONG the 2,000 congregations} 


t 


no church building. They gather fin 
of a friendly neighbor’s porch. Sosy 


churches with mud walls, thatche} 
gregation grows and develops it } 
of worship. Help is given by thd 


congregation does its own share, fi 


one-half, or more, according to cil 
Various names are used, such ag 
worship. They differ in style and ¢ 
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others have grown to a membersh 


1) the Andhra Church, many still have 
‘Lf worship out-of-doors or in the shelter 
ct worship in mere sheds and many in 
i oofs, and earthen floors. As the con- 
‘fomes sensitive to its need of a house 
kvhurch-at-large only when the local 
jich may be one-third of the cost, or 
i@mstances. 

sj-ayer house, chapel, church, house of 
is. Some congregations are very small; 


tijof a few hundred to a thousand. 
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Miracles 


and wonders of surgery. a, 


UR pioneer doctor, Anna S. Kugler, used to tell of her early experi- 
ences in ministering to the caste people who, for fear of religious 
pollution, could not receive anything from her hand. She had to place 
medicine on the floor from which the caste person could pick it up. 

Thousands of families learned in succeeding years the value of the 
missionary doctor, man or woman, and of the missionary nurse. Old- 
fashioned caste barriers are disappearing. Old prejudices required hos- 
pitals for women and children with only women doctors. All eight of 
our mission medical institutions are now general hospitals. People of 
all classes come to our hospitals and learn that here all are treated 
alike, with faithful, devoted care. 

Medical mission work has made impressive progress in the number 
of Indians who have been trained as doctors, nurses, and hospital 
executives. Still more noteworthy is the fruit of evangelistic work in 
the hospitals. Many non-Christians, and especially people of high caste, 
are led to Christ through the combination of medical and spiritual 
ministry in mission hospitals. Both patients and their families and 
friends are reached with the Gospel call. 

A new departure in medical work today is the public health program 
which is taking not only the mobile dispensary to the roadside, but 
health instruction and nurse visitation to the village. A new era in 
fostering public health has been inaugurated. 


MEDICAL WORK IN FIGURES 


Number _ Dis- 

Name of of  pensary Hospital Expendi- 

Hospital Beds Cases Patients Fees tures * Staff 
Augustana 65 7,554 1,298 $16,841 $18,441 44 
Baer 1924 13,539 4,697 26,912 26,779 133 
Kugler 180 12,762 2,945 56,435 54,489 122 
Keidingt f] S502 68 1,636 2,491 6 
Rajahmundry 124 10,730 2,711 16,299 19,324 138 
Rentichintala 80 5,070 1,025 9,691 14,638 4] 
Tarlupadt 12 401 112 534 3,147 6 
T.B. Hospital 176 1,565 765 36,267 40,914 83 


* Staff includes menial workers. 
t In 1953 enlarged to 22 beds. 
+ Latest figures, 1951. 
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One of our own—supervising nurse. 
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Ee ~ Andhra ‘Church medical work is kept modernized. Paes ear he eran ei He . American doctor—servant of India. 
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WORK 


Young men acquire skill in carpentry, 
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Better livestock is developed at Lam Farm. 


ELP people to help themselves.” This basic principle has 
guided missionaries in the development of industrial training. 
Unfortunately, the strange belief that educated people must 
not work with their hands was widespread. Opportunities for 
education meant to the newly awakened masses “white collar” 
jobs. Such a mind-set was not conducive to the development 
of agricultural and industrial training. But a new day has 
come. India has seen how trained young men have been in 
demand and have been able to command good salaries. This 
has given a new impetus to the project of training people for 
industrial and agricultural work. 

Notable in our Andhra Church is the Lam Farm. Only 
recently new ways of usefulness to the village communities 
have been studied. The Carpenter Shop and the Mission Press 
in Guntur have had a long history and have sent out young 
men able to take their places with credit and profit in the 
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Weaving is @ profitable skill. 


industrial world. The Mission Press has become the center for 
the printing of Christian literature for the whole Andhra 
country which means this establishment is being expanded 
and equipped with modern machinery. 

Industrial homes for women at Rajahmundry and Narasa- 
ravupet are helping widows and others to support themselves 
and their families. At the School for the Blind at Rentichintala 
the pupils are trained in weaving, tape-making, chair caning, 
and other simple skills so they need not be a burden to their 
families and to their communities. 

In all this church-directed activity, the aim to make our 
Christians self-reliant is a worthy one. There is another aim. 
Modern attitudes are revealing the remarkable fact that the 
Christian Gospel is instantly more attractive when it brings 
with it the assurance that our Lord is concerned with the 
whole of life and with the whole man. 
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At our School for the Blind pupi 
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Is acquire skill in handcrafts. 


In the map on the opposite page the blank area between the 
two sections, Guntur and Rajahmundry, is somewhat distorted 
by reduction to smaller size. This was done so as to get both 
sections into the one-page map. The distance from the city of 
Guntur to the city of Rajahmundry is almost exactly 100 miles. 


Bor pleasant armchair travel, a map is a great convenience. 
In this map tour of the Andhra Church, all the towns we visit 
are missionary headquarters and are centers of evangelism 
from which the thrust of the Gospel into the non-Christian 
world gets a strong impetus. Generally the schools established 
at the missionary headquarters are boarding schools (boys’ 
or girls’ or both), but they also receive day pupils from the 
neighborhood. 

Besides the church activities mentioned in connection with 
the various places visited are the dozens of parishes, the 
hundreds of congregations, and the scores of elementary 
schools—all part of the mission enterprise. 

Let us start at Guntur where our mission was begun in 
1842. The Reverend Christian F. Heyer, founder of the mis- 
sion, after getting some work started at Guntur, traveled to 
the northwest region known as the Palnad. He had wonderful 
success in that area. Some of the villages mentioned in the 
historical accounts of those early days are found on the map: 
Gurzala, Dachapalle, Veldurti. 

Marble quarries at Rentichintala (northwest edge of map) 
furnished building material for the church in that town. In 
this place the Andhra Church operates a boarding school for 
boys and also one for girls, a hospital, a school for the blind. 

Now, coming toward Guntur, stop at Sattenapalle and visit 
the higher elementary school for boys which is the principal 
local activity of the Church. Then drop directly south to find 
Narasaravupet where you can have a look at the Industrial 
Home for Women, a boarding school for boys and one for 
girls, and our Teachers’ Training School. 

After a visit here you can take a train and travel far to the 
southwest to Tarlupadu where the Church has a boarding 
school for boys and girls and a small hospital. 

Starting out from Guntur once more, travel southeast to 
Tenali, to Repalle, and to Chirala. This is irrigated country, 
thickly populated, and a fruitful field for church activities. 
The number of Christians is large. At Tenali the Church has 
a boys’ and girls’ boarding school; at Repalle, a large girls’ 
school which was to be elevated to high school level. Chirala 
is the home of the well known 200-bed Baer Hospital, a boys’ 
and girls’ boarding school, all under the Andhra Church. 
On the seashore near Chirala, a rest house for missionaries 
has been a distinct asset as a place of spiritual retreat. 

In Guntur itself there are many church establishments: 
The Andhra Christian College, the Boys’ High School, the 


Stall School for Girls (high school, training school, and model 
school), the Kugler Hospital, a home of refuge and a training 
school for Bible women, the mission press, the carpenter 
shop, and a few miles out of town, the Lam Farm. 

Travel now to Rajahmundry, the center of the eastern 
section of the Andhra Church. In that city the church estab- 
lishments are Luthergiri Theological Seminary, Schade School 
for Girls (elementary school, high school, and_ training 
school), the Lutheran Hospital, the Charlotte Swenson 
Memorial Bible Training School, the Teacher Training School 
for Men, the Industrial Home, and the Reading Room (a cul- 
tural center and inner mission headquarters). A few miles 
northward out of town is Visrantipuram, a large T.B. hospital 
and sanatorium. Five miles southward, stop on the hill at 
Dowlaishwaram, site of an English army cantonment years 
ago, but now occupied by a co-educational higher elementary 
school. 

South from Rajahmundry is the populous delta area. 
Bhimavaram is the home of a large boys’ high school, the 
Bethany Girls’ School, the Augustana Hospital, the latter two, 
objects of special interest and support by the Augustana 
Lutheran Church. To the northwest of Rajahmundry is the 
new, 22-bed Keiding Hospital at Koyyalagudem found on 
the left edge of the map below the Godavari River. 

Northeast from Rajahmundry, stop at Peddapuram and 
Samalkot, historic plates, with a boys’ high school and a girls’ 
higher elementary school respectively. Then turn due north 
from Peddapuram and enter a great forest land—tiger coun- 
try. Here is Yeleshwaram with a boys’ and girls’ boarding 
school. 

The map inserted at the bottom of the page shows an area 
separated from the Rajahmundry section, and to the north- 
east of it, by about 100 miles. It is called Parvatipuram 
District. This field was formerly occupied by a German mis- 
sion which, unable to continue after World War I, handed 
over the work to the ULCA. Of special interest, besides the 
usual schools and congregational work in the Parvatipuram 
District, is the Leper Colony at Salur. Our district missionary 
is the honorary supervisor and one of his workers is the 
religious leader and teacher at the colony. 

The Andhra Church, following its own people across the 
sea, has sent one of its pastors to shepherd its adherents in 
Rangoon, Burma. To the work of the Lutheran Federation of 
India, the Andhra Church contributes a pastor to serve in 
the new field, Surguja, opened for Christian work only since 
India’s independence. You will find this area in central India 
(Madhya Pradesh), about 325 miles west of Calcutta. 

A tour of this young and vigorous church reminds us of 
Acts 15:12 where we read of the report of the wonders 
wrought by the preaching of the Gospel. 
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Educated women act as supervisors in malaria control campaign. 


NDIA today is a new country with a new look and with a 
new outlook. It is true that in the East change comes slowly. 
True, that in the country districts much transport is still by 
oxcart, and caste rules are still not everywhere laid aside. But 
the India of today is changing. 

Independence brought a great change. Off to a bad start 
with unholy bloodshed, the new government took firm hold 
and astonished the world by its ability to control the mulkti- 
tudes coming awake with a strong national sensitivity. 

The new Andhra State has brought a change. Madras is 
no longer the political center for the Telugu people. They 
have their own capital. The governor has made a visit to 
Andhra Christian College and has spoken well of Christian 
missions. 

Economic life is ready for a change. The great power 
project on the Godavari River north of Rajahmundry will 
stimulate industrial development. Agricultural projects, better 
roads, faster transport, larger interest of government in social 
welfare—these are all changes which are reaching up into the 
rural areas of the Andhra country. 

Our Church has kept pace with these changes. Schools 
have been improved, larger numbers of teachers are in train- 
ing, agricultural and industrial work is receiving more atten- 
tion, new projects in public health nursing and village service 
are planned. Christian stewardship is being cultivated. Sun- 
day school work is taking new form. Young people’s work 
is being directed. Women’s work has made great strides. 
A new era of inner growth is well advanced and the young 
church is waking to its call to evangelize the Telugu country. 
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Millions learn to read by Literacy charts. New Andhra State Governor. ao 


HE Church has been planted. The Church is proclaiming 
the Word of Truth and Life. Now to the great unfinished task! 

Six hundred thousand villages in India have not been 
reached by the saving power of the Gospel. Many of these 
are in our Church territory. 

Only two and one-half percent of the population of India 
is Christian. Our own Telugu country is only slightly above 
this percentage. 

To each of a thousand missionaries there are today six 
hundred villages. There is need for more workers. 

In our Telugu country the multitudes are responsive to 
the Gospel message. Tremendous crowds gather to hear the 
spoken message and to see the story of Christ on the screen. 
In India’s thousands of villages, people still wait for the Truth 
which sets men free. 
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